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I Inevitably, the storm subsides and a Himself true to His word again and again 
ray of sunshine breaks through the clouds. whether it was His promise to providt 
A bright, multicolored rainbow may even Abraham with an heir (Gen. 15:4,5: 17:15- 
appear. The rainbow stands as a reminder 22; 21:l-7) or to deliver the Israelites iron 
of God's faithfulness, that He will keep His slavery (Gen. 15:13-16; 50:24-26; Ex 
promises. The rainbow first appeared to 2:23-25; 3:7-10; 12:31-42). Because the es. 
Noah centuries ago when God promised timated nearly three thousand promises re. 
that He would never again destroy the corded in the Bible are given by Goc 
earth with a flood: "This is the sign of Himself, we can be absolutely certain tha~ 
the covenant which I make between they will come true. 
Me and you. . . . I set My rainbow in the GOD,S 

TO HIS PEOPLE cloud. . . . It shall be, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the rainbow shall be Scripture holds two kinds of promises: con 
seen in the cloud; and I will remember My ditional and uncondit~onal. Conditions, 
covenant" (Gen. 9:12-15). promises are those that will be fulfilled i. 

the recipient does something. Leviticus I 
THE FOUNDAT'ON OF* 26:3-13 contains conditional promises. If 
A promise is essentially a guarantee that the Israelites remained faithful to God and 
something will happen. A promise is only kept Hi commands, God promised to make 
as good as the person who makes it, how- their land fruitful. 
ever. A person who has broken promise UnconditionaI promises have no con- 
after promise cannot be trusted. ditions attached. They will happen no 

Most peoplehy to keep their promises, matter what. The conditional promise 
hut that doesn't always happen. They may mentioned above, that God would make 
forget or get distracted or change their the land fruitful if the Israelites obeyed, is 
minds. Some, of course, never intended to couched in God's unconditional promise: 
keep their promise in the first place. Some- God's covenant with Abraham, promising 
times they change their minds. In a world that his descendants will become a great 
of broken promises, however, God's prom- nation and that all the families of the earth 
ises are certain. He never forgets; He never will be blessed through him (Gen. 12:l-3; 
makes a promise He does not intend to 1S:l-18). God didn't require anything from 
keep; He never changes His mind. Abraham when He made that promise. 

Behind all the promises in Scripture Though the Israelites sinned against God 
stands our loyal, faithful God who can and eventually faced defeat and captivity, 
never lie (Num. 23119). And He has proven God always preserved a remnant of faith- 
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ful people. Eventually, of course, Abra- throughout my life-and very recently with 
ham's descendant, Jesus Christ, fulfilled the loss of my wife of fifty years. That's 
the promise as He became a blessing to the what the heroes of faith did (Heb. 11). In 
entire world. his lifetime, Abraham never saw the nu- 

God's ultimate unconditional promise merous descendants that God had prom- 
is that "whoever calls on the name of the ised (Gen. 15:4, s) ,  but he still believed in 
LORD shall be saved" (Joel 2:32; Rom. the God who made the promise because he 
10:13). To guarantee this promise of salva- knew that God was faithful. 
tion, Godgave His Son, Jesus, to die for our Nothing is too hard for our all-power- 
sin. This unconditional promise of salva- ful God. We need Abraham's courage to be- 
tion to those who believe forms the basis lieve. We need to stand on God's promises, k turns 

I of God's new covenant with humanity and though the dark clouds of troubles and tri- 
often of all His other promises (Heb. 8:7-12). als roll over our lives. God's certain prom- 

God also promises His presence with His ises give us hope and comfort. How many 
people. Jesus told His followers, "I am with promises do we know and claim? 

i again- you always, even to the end of the age" 
I rrrovide (Matt. 28:20). 

FURTHER MEDITATION: 

5: 1215- From the beginning, God wanted to Other passages to study about the issue of 
i:es from make a certain nation His own special peo- God's promises include: 
-26; Ex. ple. He promised to make Abraham's de- 
E'. the es- scendants into a nation that would enjoy b Genesis 1 % - 1 5  
t%es re- a special relationship with Him (Gen. 12.2, % Mark 11:24 

: the Israelites "My people" (Lev. 26:12). > Hebrews 11:11-16 
, Through Christ's sacrifice on the Cross, God % 2 Peter 1 :4 
: invites all people to join His family of faith 

(John 1:12; 1 Pet. 2:9, 10; 1 John 3:1, 2). 
"For all the promises of God in [Christ] are 

Matt. 121;  1 Tim. 1:lS). Out of every na- 
tion, God is calling people to be His chil- 
dren (Rom. 8:16, 17; Rev. 5:9; 7:9). Indeed, 
He promises us that no one can snatch us 
out of His Son's hand (John 10:28). 

The Bible is filled with wonderful 
promises from God. Believers can call on 
God and fully expect Him to answer in 
marvelous ways. 

STANDING O N  GOD'S PROMISES 

When the storms assault us, we may find 
it difficult to trust in what we cannot see, 
to believe in what God has promised. Dur- 
ing those times, it takes courage to lean on 
the invisible God. I've had to do just that 

To Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on God's promises at 2 Peter 1 :4 on page 1668. See also 
the penonaliry profile of Noah on page 16. 
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GREETING THE FAITHFUL to make your call and election sure, for if you light 5- 
Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle do these things you will never stumble; "for da\% 3 

so an entrance will be supplied to you abun- heacs: ' 1  
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Scripr:-< 

To those who have obtained like precious Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. p- 
faith with us by the righteousness of our God Glj33 
and Savior Jesus Christ: PETER'S APPROACHING DEATH the H:~ 

IZFor this reason I will nut he negligent to 
- 

>Grace and peace be n~ultiplied to you in the remind you always of these things, though you DESTRXX 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 'as know and are established in the present truth. 2 61-: i His divine power has given to us all things "Yes, i think it is light, as long as I am in this I& ; 
that perlaill to life and godliness, through the tent, to stir you up by reminding you, l4know- teachers 
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and ing that shortly i rnusr put off my tent, just as in d e c .  
virtue, 4by which have been given to us ex- our Lord Jesus Christ showed me. '"oreover I Lord x? : 
ceedingly great and precious promises, that will be careful to ensure lhat yoti always have a selves 7 
through these you may be partakers of the di- reminder of these tliings after my decease. follov- :I 
vine nature, having escaped the corruption  who^ -2 
that is in the world through lust. THE TRUSTWORTHY PROPHETIC WORD 3By CQ-3 

16For we did not follow cunningly devised decepz-~+ 
FRUITFUL GROWTH I N  THE FAITH fables when we made known to you the p o w  

'But also for this \,enz reason, giving all dili er and coming of our Lurd Jesus Christ, but 
gence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowl- were eyewitnesses oi His majesty. !'For He re- 
edge, 'to knowledge self-control, to self-control ceived from God the Father honor and glory 
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 'to when such a voice came to Him from the Ex- 
godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly cellent Glory: "This is My beloved Son, in 
kindness love. "or if these things are yours whom I am well pleased." IRAnd we heard this 
and abound, you will be neither barren nor un- voice which came from heaven when we were 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus with Him on the holy mountain. 
Christ. lFor he who lacks these things is short I9And so we have the prophetic word b e i s  
sighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten ~onf i rmed,~ which you do well to heed as a 
that he was cleansed from his old sins. (Jre  

1°Therefore, brethren, be even Inore diligent 1:19 aOr Wealso have the more sure prophetic word. kfrr 
tic5 Si 
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I'KECIOUS PROMISES to sz 
I 

(1:4) - - = . .. 
God gives great promises to all who have trusted in His Son as their Savior. pr=*, 
When God looks at believers. He sees Christ's sacrifice on the Cross to take 
away sin. So He sees His people as righteous, and He bestows upon them 

"exceedingly great and precious promises." 
Promises are only as good as the person who makes them. With God, a promise is an 

unbreakable covenant. a total commitment. Because God is faithful and trustworthy, we 
know that what He says in His Word will surely come to pass. His precious promises of 

g G  
salvation, transformation, and glorification will come true for all believers. God's promises of 

p$&&& punishment and eternal separation will also come true for those who reject Him. Because of 
God's promises, we can be confident about the present and the future. God is in control. L 
and He always keeps His promises. Name them, claim them, believe them. tyke 

a c  LI 
To Learn More: Turn to the article about God's promises on pages 220, 221. See also the to = 
personality profile of Noah on page 16. - 



covenant which 1 make between Me and you, were the sons of Noah, and from these the 
and every living creature that is with you, for whole earth was populated. 
perpetual generations: 131 set My rainbow in "And Noah began to be a farmer, and he 
the cloud, and it shall be for the sign of the planted a vineyard. 2'Then he drank of the 
covenant between Me and the earth. '"it shall wine and was drunk, and became uncovered 
be, when 1 bring a cloud over the earth, that in his tent. '"nd Ham, the father of Canaan, 
the rainbow shall be seen in the cloud; 'jand I saw rhe nakedness of h ~ s  father, and told 
will remember My covenant which is between his two brothers outside. >?But Shem and Ja- 
Me and you and every living creature of all pheth took a garment, laid ir on both their 
flesh; the waters shall never again become a shoulders, and went backward and covered the 
flood to destroy all flesh. I6The rainbow shall nakedness of rheir father. Their faces lliere 

be in the cloud, and I will look on  it to remem- turned away, and they did not see their father's 
ber the everlasting covenant between God and nakedness. 
every living creature of all flesh that is on the '"0 Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
earth." I7And God said to Noah, "This is the what his younger son had done to him. 25Then 
sign of the covenant which I have esrablished he said: 
between Me and all flesh that is on the earth." 

"Cursed be Canaan; 
NOAH AND His SONS A servant of servants 

' 8 N o ~  the sons of Noah who went out of He shall be to his brethren." 
the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japherh. And 
Ham was the father of Canaan. 'These three 16And he said: 

NOAH: FLOATING ON GOD'S PROMISES 
(GENESIS 91 

k o m ~  God's promises. One good man can turn the tide of history. Long before the 
Flood. Noah learned that reliance on God would keep him afloat through life. 

Noah received the divine order to build an ark because he found favor with God. In a 
world drowning in sin, Noah was chosen to prepare for the safety of a handful. God told 
Noah that because wickedness throughout the world was unrestrained, "everything that is 
on the earth shall die. But i will establish My covenant with you: and you shall go into the 
ark-you, your sons, your wife, and your sons* wives with you" (Gen. 6:17, 18). 

Noah believed God and followed His instructions, building a huge ship on dry land. His 
neighbors could not imagine a purpose or need for such avessel. We can only imagine the 
ridicule he must have endured! His ark became a monument to persistence. His faithful 
obedience brought about the salvation of his family. He became, like Adam, the second 
father of the human race. 

After the Flood, God creared the first rainbow as a sign of His perpetual promise to 
Noah and his descendants that He would never again destroy the earth by water. God's 
promises are trustworthy. God fulfills HIS promises even when we fail completely to hold up 
our side of the covenant. The rainbow reminds us of one part of God's commitment to us. 

We may often feel surrounded by the rising tide of immorality in today's world. God's 
promises remain a safe vessel. In spite of overwhelming odds and the temptation to 
discouragement, God's faithfulness to Noah reveals that He will also keep the "great and 
precious promises" He has given us (2 Pet. 1:4). 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about God's promises on pages 220. 221. See also the key 
passage note at 2 Peter 1:4 on page 1668. 
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on top of it, as the Lolin had commanded Ma- cle of meeting and the altar, and put water 
ses. lnHe took the Testimony and put it into there for washing; j'and Moses, Aaron, and 
the ark, inserted the poles through the rings of his sons would wash their hands and their feet 
the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the wit11 water from it. j2Whenever they went into 
ark. 21And he brought the ark into the taberna- the tabernacle of meeting, and when they 
cle, hung up  the veil of the covering, and par- came near the altar, they washed, as the LORD 
titioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the had commanded Moses, j3And he raised up 
LORD had commanded Moses. the court all around the tabernacle and the al- 

2'He put the table in the tabernacle of meet- tar, and hung up the screen of the court gate. 
ing, on the north side oi the tabernacle, out- So Moses finished the work. 
side the veil; 2jand he set the bread in order I I 

upon it befare the LORD, as the L o ~ n  had com- THE CLOUD AND THE GLORY 1 . - I  0 t h ~  
manded Moses. "He put the lampstand in the >Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of ! -- . - nerr 
tabernacle of meeting, across from the table, meeting. and the glop of the LORD filled the 

1 
Lex. ? 

on the south side of the tabernacle; %nd he tabernacle. j5And Moses was not able to enter how to live 
lit the lamps before the LORI), as the LORD had the tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud 
commanded Moses. 261He put t h ~  gold altar in rested above it, and the glory ofthe Lo~nfilled had t o  meit  

the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; the tabernacle. j6Whenever the cloud was animal by i 
2'and he burned sweet incense on it, as the taken up from ahove the tabernacle, the chil- die. This 2 c  
Lonn had commanded Moses. "%e hung up dren of Israel would go onward in all their jacrifice I-?' 
the screen a1 the door oi the tabernacle. "And journeys. >'But ii the cloud was not talien up, sacrifice--:- 
lie put the altar of burnt offering before the then they did not journey till the day that it 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, was taken up. 3SFor the cloud of the LORD was "Lamb oL Z - 

E and offered upon it the burnt offering and the above the tabernacle hy day, and fire was over , !-5 

grain offering, as the LORD had commanded it hy night, in the sight of all the house of Is- 1 Pet. 1:': 
Moses. jUHe set the laver be tmee~~  tlie raberna- rael, throughout ail their journeys. nature 0' - 

nature v.-3 

?or our 5-: 
---- - -- - -  as. Aft€- .'a 

Glory Be! (40:34) The cloud and the  glory represented God's presence with ~hankfu; 
His people. "The glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle" upon its completion, 
signifying His pleasure with the home that the people had built according to His 
instructions. Thousands of years later, God's glory again entered the temple in 

Jesus Christ That giov is present in Christians' lives through the Holy Spirit. Believers are 
temples of the Holy Spirit filled with God's giorious presence (I Cor. 6: 19). God promises to 
be in us and to guide us, even as Heguided the Israelites across the vast wilderness to the 
Promised Land. Topic: God's Promises 
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TRIBAL LEADERS APPOINTED commanded US. Then we came to Kadesh Bar- 
"'And I spoke to you at that time, saying: 'I nea. 'OAud 1 said to you, 'You have come to 

alone am not able to bear you. I0The LORD the mountains of the Amorites, which the 
your God has multiplied you, and here you are LORD our God is giving us. "Look, the LORD 
today, as the stars of heaven in multitude. your God has set the land before you; go up 
I1May the LORD God of your fathers make you and possess it, as the LORD God of your fa- 
a thousand times more numerous than you thers has spoken to you; do not fear or be dis- 
are, and bless you as He has promised you! couraged.' 
'"ow can I alone bear your problems and 22"And every one of you came near to me 
your burdens and your complaints? 13Choose and said, 'Let us send men before us, and let 
wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men (hem search out the land for us, and bring 
from among your tribes, and I will make them back word to us of the way by which we 
heads over you: I4And you answered me and should go up, and of the cities into which we 
said, 'The thing which you have told us to do shall come: 
is good.' lsSo i took the heads of your tribes, ""The plan pleased me well; so I took 
wise and knowledgeable men, and made them twelve of your men, one man from each tribe. 
heads over you, leaders of thousands, leaders 14And they depaned and went up into the 
of hundreds, leaders of fifties, leaders of tens, mountains, and came to the Valley of.Eshcol, 
and officers for your tribes. and spied it out. lSThey also took some of the 

""Then I commanded your judges at that fruit of the land in their hands and brought it 
time, saying, 'Hear the cases between your down to us; and they brought back word to us, 
brethren, and judge righ- saying, 'It is a good land 
teously belween a man which the LORD our God 
and his brother or the 
stranger who is with him. judgment; you shall hear the small """Nevertheless you 
"You shall not show par- as well as the great; you shall not would not go up, but re- 
tiality in judgment; you be afraid in any man's presence. belled against the com- 
shall hear the small as for the judgment is God's." mand of the LORD your 
well as the great; you D E U T E R O N O M Y  1 : 1 7  God; "and you com- 
shall not be afraid in any plained in your tents, 
man's presence, for the and said, 'Because the 
judgment is God's. The case that is too hard for LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the 
you, bring to me, and I will hear it.' I8And I land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the 
commanded you at that time all the things Amorites, to destroy us. Lawhere can we go 
which you should do. up? Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, 

saying, "The people are greater and taller than 
I S R A E L ' S  REFUSAL TO E N T E R  THE LAND we; the cities are great and fortified up to 

'"30 we departed from Horeb, and went heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of 
through all that great and terrible wilderness the Anakim there." ' 
which you saw on the way to the mountains 2q"Then I said to you, 'Do not be terrified, or 
of the Amorites, as the LORD our God had afraid of them. "The LORD your God, who 

The Promise Keeper (/:a) God explained to the Israelites that they were 
about to enter t h e  Promised Land in fuliillment of His promises to their fore- 
fathers--Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The nation had multiplied "as the stars of 
heaven" (I: lo), also fulfilling a promise (Gen. 15:5). Like Israel, people sin, rebel, 

turn away, and face punishment. Regardless of their actions, however. God always keeps His 
promises in the end. Read God's Word and claim His promises for your life. 
Topic: God's Promises 
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_I ..= l i  2 . .  
them and destroyed them from before them, hand Siho~i tile Amorite, king of Heslibon, and .. .- 

. . -:-= _: . 
and dwelt in their place, just as lsrael did to his land. Regin to possess it, and engage him . ~ . - -. . . - . 

._ ..._ _-.: 
the land of their possession which the LORD in battle. 25This day 1 will begin to put the ~ - .  -- 

6 
~ ~~ - - - ~ :  

e a v ~  them.! dread atid fear of volt uoon the nations under . - .. -. ~- -- 

I 
~ - . ..= . -= 

the Zered: So we crossed over the Valley of of you, and shall tremble and be in anguish .~ ~ 

- 

i 
-. - -  

the Zered. "And the time we took to come because of you.' . . .~ 
~ ~ - . . . - . . - 

from Kadesh Barnea until we crossed over the . - 
~ - 

Valley of the Zered was thirty-eight years, u n  KING SlHON DEFEATED 
ti1 all the generation of the men of war was 2"'And I sent messengers from the Wilder- 
consumed from the n~idst of the camp, just as ness of Kedemoth to Sihon king of Heshbon, 
the L ~ K U  had sworn to them. I5For indeed the with words of peace, saying, '"Let me pass 

~. - -  
hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy through your land; I will keep strictly to the - . -  .~ -~ - 

~ ~ - -:-- - -  
them from the midst of the camp until they road, and I will turn neither to the right nor to -~.: 8 

~ ~ . - -- - =  > 
were consumed. the left. "You shall sell me food for money, ~ ~~~ . . ~ ~ - 

-. - ~ .  - ~. . . 16"So it was, whcn all the men of war had that 1 may eat, and give me mater for money, ~ -- -. ~- 
-. -- 

finally perished from among the people, "that that 1 may drink: only let me pass througli on -. . -. -. 
~ . . :.= -- - -7 

the LORD spoke to me, saying: IR'This day you foot, '"ust as the descendants of Esau who -. --. - 

are to cross over at Ar, the boundary of Moab. dwell in Seir and the Moabites who dwell in - .- 
lqAnd when you come near the people of Am- Ar did for me, until I cross the Jordan to the - - .  - - 

niosi, do not harass them or meddle with land which the LORD our God is giving us: 
: 

them, for I will not give you any of the land of ""Bur Sihon king of Heshboo would not let : . .~-1 
. . -=. - - . 

the people of Ammon as a possession, b e  us pass through, for the LORD your God hard- . - .  
~ ..-. --- 

cause I have given it to the descendants of Lot ened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, =.= - ~ .  . 
--, 

as a possession.' " that He might deliver him into your hand, as it --=.. ~~ - 

20('14ral was also regarded as a land of is this day. 5 5  

-- - - 
gianrs;O giants formerly dwelt there. But the 3"'Aud the LORD said to me, 'See, 1 have be- - .  .. -- .< 

. 
Ammonites call them Zamzummim, "a peo- gun to give Sihon and his land over to you. Be- = > ' ~  

.. . - - -  
ple as great and numerous and tall as the gin to possess it, that you may inherit his -:-. I 

. .  ... 
Anakim. But the Lofin destroyed them before land.' i2Then Sihon and all his people came - - . . 

them, and they dispossessed them and dwelt out against us to Sight at Jahaz. "And the 
in their place, L2just as He had done for the d e  LORD our God delivered him over to us; so we 
scendants of Esau, who dwelt in Seir, when defeated him, his sons, and all his people. 1 

He destroyed the Horites from before them. 34We took all his cities at that time. asid we 
They dispossessed them and dwelt in their utterly destroyed the men, women, and little - .- - -  ' ,  
place, even to this day. 23And the Avim, who ones of every city; we left none remaining. 
dwelt in villages as far as Gaza-the Caph 35We took only the livestock as plunder for ~ ~. . 2 

torim, who came from Caphtor, destroyed ourselves, with the spoil of the cities which 
them and dwelt in their place.) we took. 3GFrom Aroer, which is on the bank 

244 'Rise, take your journey, and cross over 
the River Arnon. Look, I have given into your 2:20 aHebrew rephaim 

I 

Anned and Ready [2:24. 25) God always keeps His promises. but that doesn't . . . 
~~ - .  

mean that life will be easy or smooth. God had promised a land to Israel and had 
made all the nations fear them, but the Israelites would have to battle againa 
powerful armies in order to see the promise fulfilled. God gave Israel victories, ~. . . .- ~ ~ ' .  . 

but they had to trust God and fight. We too will see God's promises fulfilled, but we may 
~ - 

have to fight some battles along the way-perhaps against fear, temptation, or suffering. T .  .. . ~~. . 
~- , 

Whatever we face, we must remember that God promises victory if we depend on Him. 
Topic: God's Promises 
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law before all Israel in their hearing. '2Gather 
the people together, men and women and little 
ones, and the stranger who is within your 
gates, that they may hear and that they may 
learn to fear the LORD your God and carefully 
observe all the words of this law, "and that 
their children, who have not known it, may 
hear and learn to fear the LORD your God as 
long as you live in the land which you cross 
the Jordan to possess." 

PREDICTION OF ISRAEL 'S  REBELLION 
I4Then the LORD said to Moses, "Rehold. the 

days approach when you must die; call 
Joshua, and present yourselves in the taberna- 
cle o i  meeting, that I may inaugurate him." 

So Moses and Josbua went and presented 
themselves in the tabernacle of meeting. 
. . 
'>Now the LORD appeared at the tabernacle in 
a pillar of cloud, and the pillar of cloud stood 
above the door of the tabernacle. 

''And the LOKD said to Moses: "Behold, you 
will rest with your fathers; and this people 
ivill rise and play the harlot with the gods of 
!he foreigners oi the land, where they go to be 
among them, and they will forsake Me and 
b e a k  ,My covenant whicli 1 have made with 
:hem. "Then My anger shall be aroused 
against them in that day, and I will forsake 
:hem, and I will hide My face from tliem, and 
:hey shall be devoured. And many evils and 
rroubles sliall befall them, so that they will say 
!n that day, 'Have not these evils come upoil 
2s because our God is not among us!' "And I 
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rael. Lowhen I have brought them to the land 
flowing with milk and honey, of which I swore 
to their fathers, and they have eaten and filled 
themselves and grow11 fat, then they will turn 
to other gods and serve them; and they will 
provoke Me and break My covenant. 21Then it 
shall be, when many evils and troubles have 
come upon them, that this song will testify 
against them as a witness; for i t  will not be 
forgotten in the mouths of their descendants. 
for I know the inclination of their behavior to- 
day, even before I have brought them to the 
land of which 1 swore to give tilein." 

"Therefore Moses wrote this song the same 
day, and taught it to the children of Israel. 
13Then He inaugurated Joshua the son of Nun, 
and said, "Be strong and of good courage; for 
you shall bring the children of Israel into the 
iand of which I swore to them, and I will be 
with you." 

%o it was, when Moses had completed 
writing the words of this law in a book, when 
they were finished, 2'that Moses comiria~lded 
the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant 
of the Lonu, saying: Z'"'Take this Rook of the 
Law, and put it beside the ark of the covenant 
of the LORD your God, that it may be there as a 
witness against you; >:for I know your rehel- 
lion and your slilf neck. I f  today, while I am 
yet alive with you, you halve been rebellious 
against the Lonn, then how much more after 
my death? lSGather to me all the elders of your 
tribes, and your officers, that I may speak 
these words in tbeir hearing and call heaven 

ri said to him will surely hide My face in that day because of and earth to witness against them. "For 1 
=Tong and of all the evil which they have done, in that they know that aiter my death you will become 
r i t h  this peo- iave turned to other gods. utterly corrupt, and turn aside from the way 

I ?as sworn to 19"Now therefore, write down this song for which I have colnmanded you. And evil will 
,C.J shall cause :ourselves, and teach it to the children of Is- befall you in the latter days, because you will 
:ID, He is the rael; put it in their mouths, that this song may do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him 
! :!-ill be  with 3e a witness for Me against the children of Is- to anger through the work of your hands." 
cxake you; do 

SEN YEARS 

5elivered it to 
Never Alone (31-7, 8) God encouraged Joshua through these words of Moses 

s bore the ark (later repeated in Josh. 1 : 6 )  He promised to be with Joshua in the coming task of 
i to all the el- conquering the iand, so Joshua should be "strong and of good courage." God also 
canded them, promises to be with us inthe pressures and challenges of life. The task  ahead 
. gea r s ,  at the may be difficult, the enemy powerful, and the work immense, but God calls His people to 
release, at the 

{im. "He is the One who goes before you. He will be with you, He will not leave you 
i Israel comes 

rsake you." Topic: God's Promises -- God in the 
<"all read this 
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far country for Your name's sake 42(for they may have compassion on them 51(for they c 
will hear of Your great name and Your strong Your people and Your inheritance, whom h 
hand and Your outstretched arm), when he brought out of Egypt, out of the iroll iurnace 
comes and prays toward (his temple, d'hear in s"liat Your eyes may be open to the supplic. 
heaven Your dwelling place, and do according ti011 of Your serva~it and the supplication 
to all for which tlie foreigner calls to You, that Your people Israel, to listen to them whenel-. 
all peopies of the earth may know Your name they call to You. j3For You separated the 
and fear You, as do Your people Israel, and from among all the peoples of the earth ta ! 
that they ma), know that this temple which I Your inheritance, as  You spoke by Your se 
have built is called by Your name. van1 Moses, when You brought our iathers c. 

axwhen Your people go out to battle of Egypt, 0 Lord GOD." 
against their memy, wherever You send them, 
and when they pray to the LORLI toward the SOLOMON BLESSES THE ASSEMBLY 

city which You ihave chosen and the temple %nd so it was, when Solomon had f i ~  
which I have built lor Your name, 4sthen hear islied praying all this prayer and supplicaticr 
in heaven their prayer and their supplication, to the LORD, that he arose from before the altc- 
and maintain their cause. of the LORD, from kn~eling on his knees uyi-- 

4"'Wheii they sin against You (for there is his hands spread up to heaven. jSTlien ?i 

no one who does not sin), and You become stood and blessed all tlie assembly of Isrst 
angry with them and deliver them m the ene- with a loud voice. saying: S6"Blessed be i?~i  

my, and they take them captive to the land of Lonn, who has given rest to His people Israe: 
the enemy, far or near; 17yet when they come according to all that He promised. There h;i 

to themselves in the land where they were car- not failed one word of all Iris good promiii 
rled captive, and repent, and make supplica- which He promised through His servant M:- 
tion to You in the land of those who took them ses. 57Ma.i the LORD our God be with us, as Fi 
captive, saying, 'We have sinned and done was with our fathers. May He not leave us nr- 
wrong, we liave committed wickedness'; forsake us, %ha1 He may incline our hearts -: 
4Rand when they return to You with all their Himself, to walk in all His ways, and to kei; 
hean and with all their soul in the land of His commandments and His statutes and E> 
their enemies who led them away cnptivc, and judgments, whicil He commanded our fatlie-r 
pray to You toward their land which You gave j%nd may these words of mine, with whict. 
to their fathers, the city which You have cha- have made supplication before the LORD, be 
sen and the temple which I have huilt for Your near the LORD our God day and night, that Fe 
name: 4qthen hear in heaven Your dwelling may maintain tlie cause o i  His servant and t; 
place their prayer and their supplication, and cause of His people Israel, as each day may 15 
maintain their cause, 5na~id  forgive Your peo- quire, "that all the peoples o i  the earth mr- 
ple who have sinned against You, and all their know that the Loxn is God; there is no othe: 
transgressions urhich they have transgressed "Let your heart therefore be loyal to the Lox  
against You; and grant them compassion be- our God, to walk in His statutes and keep HI! 
fore those who took them caplive, thar they commandments, as at this day," 

Moses." God had promised to deliver Israel from Egypt, lead them through the, 
wilderness, and guide them Into the Promised Land. Hundreds of years had 

passed: many ofthe people had sinned and faced punishment. This generation of Israelites 
reemphasized their confidence in God's promises. God's Word contains His promises t o  the 
faithful. Believers can still claim those promises, for God will never change and will always 
keep His promises. Topic: God's Promises - 
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s.?kes. Blessed be the LORD God of Israel servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: "YOU 
~ 1 4  From everlasting to everla~tiiig!~ shall not buiid Me a house to dwell in. SFor I 

have not dwelt in a house since the time that I 
s ~*-~d all the people said, "Amen!" and praised brought up Israel, even to this day, but have 

5 e  LORD. gone from tent to tent, and from one taber- 
nacle to another. GWherever I have moved 

. . 
:.~.vxIP: ?:GULAR WORSHIP MAINTAINED about with all Israel. have I ever woken a 

~ 

"So he left Asaph and his brothers there be- word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
;:ions. ?re the ark of the covenant of the LORD to commanded to shepherd My people. saying, - ~ ~~ ~ 

F. yinister before the ark regularly, as every 'Why have you not built Me a house of ce- 
LC's work required; "and Ohed-Edom with dar?' " ' 'Now therefore, thus shall you say to 

il-< ro be -L.; sixty-eight brethren, including Obed-Edom My senrant David, 'Thus says the LORD of 
:e son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, to be gate  hosts: "I took you from the sheepfold, from 

ill gods. -3pers; 3%od Zadok the priest and his breth following the sheep, to be ruler over My peo- 
, ;-2 idols. -3 the priests, before the tabernacle of the ple Israel. 8And I have been with you wher- 
CI. . ? m a t  the high place that mas at Giheon, d"to ever you have gone, and have cut off all your 
-2:,,,; . ... --?I burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar enemies from before you, and have made you 

CE place. - -  burnt offering regularly morning and eve- a name like the name of the great men who 
-xy,, and to do according to all that is written are on the earth. 'Moreover 1 will appoint a 

:i rhe - :he Law of the LORD which He comnianded place for My people Israel, and will plant 
-:?el; 41and with them Heman and Jeduthun them, that they may dwell in a place of their 

r zg ih .  :i the rest who were chosen, who were des- own and move no more; nor shall the solis 
E His =red by name, to give thanks to the LORD, of wickedness oppress them anymore, as pre- 

5rause His mercy endures forever; "and with viously, '"since the time that I commanded 
tefore Hirr~ Hemall and Jeduthun, to sound aloud judges to be over My people Israel. Also I 
%duty oi -i trumpets and cymbals and the musical will subdue all your enernies. Furthermore I 

:--wments of God. Now the sons of Jedu- tell you that the LORD wiil build you a 
emh.  .rn were gatekeepers. house.n "And it shall be, when your days 
clished, 'Then all the people departed, every man are fulfilled, when you must go to be with 

. . 
- 2 s  house; and David returned to bless his your fathers, that I will set up your seed af- 
-. ..-. ter you, who will be of your sons; and I will 

:?t the ear.; establish his kingdom. 12He shall build Me a 
' 0 ' 5  COVENANT WITH DAVID house, and I will establish his throne for- 

! lations, Now it came to pass, when David was ever. I3I will be his Father, and he shall be My 
dwelling in his house, that David said son; and I wiil not take My mercy away from 

b:!iness; 'lathan the prophet, "See now, 1 dwell in a him, as 1 took it from him who was before 
-,at is  in it. . - l e  of cedar, hut the ark of the covenant of you. "And I will establish him in My house 

5 shall rejoici LORD is under tent curtains." and in My kingdom forever; and his throne -. 
- s e n  Nathan said to David, "Do all that is shall be established forever." ' " 

t? earth." - 7m heart, for God is with you." 
5x1 it happened that night that the word of 16:36 acornpare verses 35, 36 with psalm 

:. ior He is  I came to Nathan, saying, "'Go and tell My 106:47, 48 17:10 =That is. a royal dynasty 

!ire1 us from 

David waz not to build that temple; rather, his son Solomon would do so. God 
promised of Solomon. "He shall build Me a house, and I will establish his throne 

'xver." Solomon did build a beautiful temple for God in Jerusalem. And a King from David's 
+Jesus Christ-still sits on the throne and will do so forever. God always keeps His 

%In 105:1-1,: miser. Topic: God's Promises 
r =s31m g6:l-1: 
1- 106:l 
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,-,=.' ?- - - - *for He is good, and I have built the tenlple fur the name of the 
-. . ~. For His mercy endures f~ reve r , "~  LORD God of Israel. "And there i have put the 

ark, in which is the covenant of the Lonn 
- z  the house, the house of the Lono, was which He made with the children of Israel." * with a clol~d, 14s0 that the priests could 
- -  rontinue ministering because of the cloud; SO~OMON'S PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
- <ie glory of the LORD filled the house of I2Then Solomon" stood before the altar of 

the LORD in the presence of all the assembly oi 
$-:hen ~olomon spoke: Israel, and spread out his hands "(for Sol- 

omon had made a bronze platform five cubits 
T h e  LORD said He would dwell in the long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, 

dark cloud. and had set it in the midst of the court; arid he 
:have surely built You an exalted house, stood on it, knelt down on his knees before all 
.3nd a place for You to dwcll in forever.'' the assembly of Israel, and spread out llis 

: -- :.- hands toward heaven); "and he said: "LORD 
-.IHON'S SPEECH UPON COMPLETION OF God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or on 

. -- . . ~ -: ,VORK earth like You, who keep Yotir covenant and - r:s -~ ~:?n the king turned around and blessed mercy with Your servants who walk before .----- - , - -- - l i o l e  assembly of Israel, while all the as- You with all their hearts. 'SYou have kept what 
- r >  of lsrael was standing. 'And he said: You promised Your servant David my father; 

c =-.~ 3. . - tied be the Lono God of Israel, who has You have both spoken with Your mouth and 
-d  with His hands iuhnr He spoke with fulfilled it with Your hand, as il is [his day. 
~311th to my father David, saying, j'Since '6Tllerefore, LORD God oi Israel, now keep 

that 1 brought My people out of the what You promised Your servant David niy la- 
r i  Egypt, I have chosen no city from any ther, saying, 'You shall not fail to have a man 
: ?f  Israel in which to build a house, that sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if 
rzne might be there, nor did I choose any your sons take heed to their way, that they 

- 1. be a ruler over My people Israel. 'Yet 1 walk in Mp law as you have walked before 
+ :iosen .lerusalem, that My name may he Me.' I7And now, 0 LORD God of Israel, let Your - and I have chosen David to be over My word come true, which You have spoken to 
- 5 Israel: 'Now it was in the hean of my Your servant David. 
- -  3avid to build a templen ior the name of I8"But will God indeed dwell with men on 
:?a God of lsrael. *But the LORD said to the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of 
i-ier David, 'Whereas it was in your heavens cannot contain You. How much less 

- r. build a temple for My name, you did this templeQ which 1 have built! "Yet regard 
:that it was in your heart. 9Nevertheless the prayer of Your servant and his supplica- 
:-.?I1 not build the temple, but your son tion, 0 Lono my God, and listen to the cry and 
-.I come from your body, he shall build the prayer which Your servant is praying 
-=lple for My name.' I0So the LORD has 
2' His word which He spoke, and I have 5:13 acornpare ,06:1 6:7 aLiterally house, 
5 e  position of my father David, and sit ,,d ,, i n  ,,,,,, 8-10 6:32 aLlterally he 

-5 3rone of Israel, as the LORD promised; 1 Kings 8:22) 6:18 aL~terally house 

God Never Fails (6:14-17) Solomon had become king over lsrael because of 
God's covenant with David, his father. God had promised David, "You shall not fail 
to  have a man sit before Me on the  throne of Israel, only if your sons take heed to 
their way." Even though the nation eventually went Into captiviry, God kept His 

1-ise, asHe always does. Many of the sons (descendants) of David did not "take heed to 
but one descendant of David does sit on the throne forever. Jesus Christ is the 

nent of God's promise to David, and He reigns forever. Topic: God's Promises 
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IR "Come now, and let us reason together," ' Zion shall be redeemed with justice, 
Says the LORD. And her penitents with righteousness. 

"Though your sins are like scarlet, The destruction of transgressors and ri 
They shall be as white as snow; sinners shall be together, 
Though they are red like crimson, And those who forsake the LORD shal: r 
They shall he as wool. consumed. 

l9 If  you are willing and obedient, 2' For t h e y  shall be ashamed of the 
You shall eat the good of the land: terebinth trees " But if you refuse and rebel, Which you have desired; 
You shall be devoured by the sword"; And you shall be embarrassed becauc; 
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken. of the ~a rdens  

THE DEGENERATE CITY 
l1 How the faithft~l city has become a 

harlot! 
It was full of justice: 
Righteousness lodged in it, 
But now murderers. 
Your silver has become dross, 
Your wine mixed with water. 

25 Your princes are rebellious, 
And companions of thieves; 
Everyone loves bribes, 
And follows after rewards. 

Which yo; have chosen. 
30 For you shall be as a terehinth whose 

leal fades, 
And as a garden that has no water. ' The strong shall be as tinder, 
And the work of it as a spark; 
Both will burn together, 
And no one shall quench them. 

THE FUTURE HOUSE OF GOD 
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 5;- 

concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 
They do not defend the fatherless, NOW it shall come to pass in the latter 
Nor does the cause of the widow come days 

before them. That the mountain of the LORD'S houi. 
Shall be established on the top of the 

" Therefore the Lord says, mountains, 
The LORD of hosts, the Mighty One of And shall he exalted above the hills; 

And all nations shall flow to it. -. 

"Ah, 1 will rid Myself of My adversaries, "any people shall come and say, 
And take vengeance on My enemies. "Come, and let us go up to the mountL- 
I will turn My hand against you, of the LORD, 
And thoroughly purge away your dross, To the house of the God of Jacob; 
And take away all your alloy. He will teach us His ways, 

" 1 will restore your judges as at the first, And we shall walk in His paths." 
And your counselors as at the 

beginning. 
1:29 aFollowing Masoretic Text, Septuagint, anc 

Afterward You shall be c a m  the city of Vulgate; some Hebrew manuscripts and Targurn 
righteousness, the faithful city." read you. 

~ - - - - - -~ -~ 
~ ~ - ~~~ ~- 

Peace Plan (2:4, 5)  How we long for peace in the world and in our homes! The - -- 
Bible promises that one day all nations will live in peace when the Messiah reigns. 
The nations will turn their implements of war into implements of commerce: 
"Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 

anymore" (2:4). This wonderful offer of God's peace is our promise of hope in a broken . . 

world. Until that day, God encourages us to 'balk in the light of the LORD" (25). We walk in 
light when we follow God's plan for righteous living and seek guidance from His Word. 
Topic: God's Promises . . 



-3ose the good, the land that you dread will Recause all the land will become briers 
t iursaken by both her kings. I7The LORD will and thorns. 
-2s the king of Assyria upon you and your 
--.?pie and pour father's house-days that ZS And to any hill which could he dug with 
y e  not come since the day that Ephrailn de- the hoe, 

- z e d  from Judah." You will not go there for fear of briers 
and thorns; 

And it shall come to pass in that day Rut it will become a range for oxen 
That the LORD will whistle for the fly And a place for sheep to roam. 
That is in the farthest part of the rivers 

of Egypt, ASSYRIA WILL INVADE THE LAND 

And for the bee that is in the land of Moreover the L o ~ n  said to me, "Take a 
Assyria. "7 large scroll, and write on it with a man's 

They will come, and all of them will 
F' 
pen concerning Maher-Shaial-Hash-Baz.* 2And 

rest I will take for Myself faithful witnesses to 
In the desolate valleys and in the clefts record. Uriah the priest and Zechariah the son 

of the rucks, of Jeberechiah." 
And on all thorns and in ali pastures. "hen I went to the prophetess, and shc 

conceived and bore a son. Then the LORD said 
In the same day the Lord will shave with to me, "Call his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz; 

a hired razor, 4for before the child shall have knowledge to 
Xlith those from beyond the River," with cry 'My father' and 'My mother; the riches of 

the king of Assyria, Damascus and the spoil of Sainaria will be 
The head and the hair of the legs, taken away before the king of Assyria." 
And will also remove the beard. SThe LORD also spoke to me again, saying: 

:r shall be in that day 
:hat a man will keep alive a young cow 

and two sheep; 
3 it shall be. from the abundance uf 

milk they give, 
-hat he will eat curds; 
3 r  curds and honey everyone will eat 

who is left in the land. 

1: shall happen in that day, 
-"at whercver there could be a 

thousand vines 
-. 
:on11 a thousand shekels of silver. 

"711asmuch as these people refused 
The waters of Shiloah that flow soltly, 
And rejoice in Rezin and in Remaliah's 

son; 
Now therefore, behold, the Lord brings 

up over them 
The waters of the R i ~ e r , ~  strong ~ n d  

mighty- 
The king of Assyria and all his glory; 
He will go up over all his channels 
And go over all his banks. 
He will pass through Judah, 

~ ~ . 
- will be for briers and thorns. .... 7:20 That is, the Euphrates 8:l  aL~teraily Speed .. !th arrows and bou7s men will come the ~po i i ,  Hasten the ~ooty 8:7 aThat is, the 

there, Euphrates 

- - -~ -- 
~-~ ~~ ~. 

With Us (7:14) When King Ahar refused to ash God for a sign of His promises, 
the prophet Isaiah announced that God would give His own sign to the "house of 
David" (the messianic line, 7: 13). God promised that a virgin would bear a Son 
whose name, lmmanuel, means "God with us." Matthew quoted this passage as 

:;_-gfulfi(led in the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus Christ (Matt. 1:23). The coming of Christ 
-m that God keeps His promises to be with us personally and permanently. 
-xi<: God's Promises 
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A remnant of them will return; He will shake his fist at the mount of the 

,.-l 
The destruction decreed shall overflow daughter of Zion, 

, .- . with rigliteousness. The hill of Jerusalem. 
- For the Lord GOD o i  hosts 

Will make a determined end " Behold, the Lord, 
In the midst of all the land. The LORD of hosts, - - 

- Will lop off the bough with terror; 
"Therefore thus says the Lord GOD of hosts: Those of high stature will be hewn 
I \ly people, wlio dwell in Zion, do not be down, 

?Id of the Assj~ian. He shall strike you with And the l~aughty will be humbled. 
-:d and lift up his stafi against you, in the 34 He will cut down the thickets of the 

- z a e r  of Egypt. "For yet a very little while forest with iron, 
- i  the indignation will cease, as will My a n  And Lehanon will fall by the Mighty 
z 3 their destruction." "And the LORD of One. 

-:I will stir up a scourge ior him like the 
::$ter of Midian at the rock of Oreb; as His THE R E I G N  OF JESSE'S OFFSPRING 

- I :%,as on the sea, so will He lift it up in the l'here shall come iorth a Rod from 
- : a e r  of Egypt. 1 1 ' the stem of Jesse, 

And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 
it shall come to pass in that day ' The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon 
Thnt his burden will be taken away from Him, 

your shoulder, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
And his yoke irom your neck, The Spirit of counsel and might, 
And the yoke will be destroyed because The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear 

of the anointing oil. of the LORD. 

. ..~ 
3e  has come to Aiath, His delight is i11 the fear of the LORD, 

,-:.~ 3e has passed Migron; And He shall not judge by tlie sight of 
-31 Michmash he has attended to his His eyes, 

equipment. Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 

, -.- They have gone along the ridge, But with righteousness He shall judge 
, ~..L. They have taken up lodging at Geba. the poor, 

:._. ?amah is afraid, And decide with equity for the meek of 
...-.. Sibeah of Saul has fled. the earth; 

l i t  up your voice, He shall strike the earth with the rod of 
2 daughter of Gallim! His mouth, 
:awe it to be heard as far as Laish- And with the breath of His lips He shall 
3 poor Anathoth!@ slay the wicked. 

P: day 'Sadmenah has fled, 

.;house 
3 e  inhabitants of Gebim seek refuge. 10:30 aFollowing Masoretic Text, Targum, 
3s yet he will remain at Nob that Vulgate; Septuagint and Syriac read Listen to hei. 

day; 0 Anathoth. 
c :uh0 

Branching Out ( I  i : I .  2) Isaiah referred to the  Messiah as the Branch (see also 
4:2) that would grow from the family line of King David. While David's line was 
still on the throne, it was cut down like a tree. God never left His people without 

be ai hope. however. God promised a day when David's family line would sprout and 
: xsom in a new way. When Jesus was born, the angel announced, "The Lord God will give 
- n the throne of His father David" (Luke 1:32). God's promises provide a ray of light even - 

-:XI and -.en life seems darkest. Topic: God's Promises 





flesh?' "or if Abraham was justified by THE PROMISE GRANTED THROUGH FAITH 

works, he has something to boast about. but "For the promise that he would be the 
not before God. "or what does the Scripture of -the world was not to Abraham or t6 

him who works, the wa . . e sa ra tcaun ted  &1-&ks&Wmadm ----- 

as grace but as debt. promise made of no effect, I5because 
law brings about wrath; for where ther 

DAVID CELEBRATES THE SAME TRUTH no law there is no transgression. 

S B ~ t  to him who does not work but believes "Therefore it is of faith that it might be 

on Him who justifies the ungodly, his is cording to grace, so that the promise might 

accounted for righteousness, "ust as David sure to all the seed, nor only to those who 

also describes the blessedness of the man to of the law, hut also to those who are of 

whom God imputes righteousness apart froin faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

works: "(as it is written, "I have made you a father 
many nations"'? in the presence of Him 

"Blessed are those whoselawless deeds 
are forgiven, 

And whose sins are covered; though they did; I8who, contrary to hope, 
8 Blessed is the mall to wllom hope believed, so that he became the fathe 

shall not iinprite sin."" many nations, according to what was spok 
"So shall your descendants be."a I9And 
being weak in faith, he did not consider 

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BEFORE ClRCUMClSlON own body, already dead (since he was abou 
9Does this blessedness then come upon the hundred years old), and the deadness 

circumcised only, or upon the uncircumcised Sarah's womb. 20He did not waver at 
also? For we say that faith was accounted to promise of God through unbelief, but w 
Abraham for righteousness. "How then was strengthened in faith, giving glory to 
it accounted? While he was circumcised, or l1and being fully convinced that what H 
uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but promised He was also able to perform. 
while uncircumcised. "And he received the therefore "it was accounted to him for n 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteous- teousi~ess."~ 
ness of the faith which he had while still uncir- 2 3 N o ~  it was not written for his sake a1 
cumcised, that he might be the father of all that it was imputed to him, 14but also for us. 
those who believe. though they are uncircum- shall be imputed to us who believe in 
cised, that righteousness might be imputed to who raised up Jesus our Lord from the de 
them also. "and the father of circumcision to 
those who not only are of the circumcision, 

4:l aOr Abraham our (fordfather according to hut who also walk in the steps of the faith has found, 4:3 4:8 aPs 
which our father Abraham hnd l~,hiJo c f i l l  7,"- 32.1 2 4:17 a ~ ~ ~ - - : -  "7: 5.8 aGenesis 1 . , 
circumcised. 4:22 aGenesis 15.6 

Fully Convinced (4:20-22) Paul wanted his readers to understand salvation 
faith. Many Jews thought that they would be  saved simply because they w 

I 
can't save anyone because no OM can keep God's laws perfectly. Instead. 

7 salvation is by faith. Abraham lived before Moses, and so he could not obey the lawsof 1 Moses Yet when God promised Abraham ason, Abraham be l i ed  God. T h t  belief "was 
: accounted to him for righteousness." We cannot earn our salvation; we accept God's 
/ promise fully convinced that He will keep it. Topic: God's Promises 
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- ~ - flesh?a 2For if Abraharn was justified by THE PROMISE GRANTED THROUGH FAITH - -... a 

\vorks, he has something to boast about, but "For the promise that he would be the hei- 
not before God. "or what does the Scripture of the world luns not to Abraham or  to h'; 
say? "Abraham believed God, and it was a c  seed through the law, but through the rip:-- =:-- -: 
counted to him for righteousness."' 4 N ~ r ~  to teousness of faith. "For i f  those who are : 
him who works, the wages are not counted the law are heirs, faith is made void and tk 
as grace but as debt. yroinise made of no effect, I5because tf 

lax, brings about wrath; for where there - - ~  - . .- - . - .  no law there is no transgression. . . .. . 
DAVID CELEBRATES THE SAh4E TRUTH 

'"Therefore it is of faith that it might be a 'But to him who does not work but believes 
on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is cording TO grace. SO that the promise might t 

sure to all the seed. not only to those who 2 accounted for rigllteousness, "ust as David 
also describes the blessedness of the man to Of lhe law' but 'Iso lo Ihose who are of I' 

iaith of Abraham. who is the father of us r - - .~ ..~.. - -  

whom God imputes righteousness apart from .-.. . 

works: "(as it is written, "1 Iiai~elnade you a falher GE?? . .  . many ndrions"7 in the presence of Him whc . 

he believed-God, who gives life to the der "Blessed are those rvhose larr;!ess deeds 
and calls those things which do not exist ; die forgiven, 
though they did; '%ho, contrary to hope, : And whose siils '31-e covered; - . ~. ~- . . 
hope believed, so that he becaine the father :- "lessed is tile man lo whom rhe LORD --.- .. 
many nations, according to what was spoke: =.z.. .. . 

silall ilor impure sin."" 7 
"So shall jzour descrndants be."" '"nd n:- -.. --1 5- '.. 
being weak in faith, he did not consider 

ABRAHAM JUSTIFIED BEFORE CIRCUMCISION O W I ~   hod^, already dead (since he was abour :?2r z?, - . . 
"oes this blessedness then come upon the hundred years old), and the deadness 

circumcised oizly, or upon the uncircumcised Sarah's womb. lL'He did not waver at ri 
also? For we say that faith was accounted to promise of God through unbelief, but a. 

- - Abraham for righteousness. '"How then was strengthened in faith, giving glory to Gc . - - - . . -. 
it accounted? Wllile he was circomcised, or "and being fully convinced that what He h i  
unci~cumcised? Not while circumcised, but promised He was also able to perform. I2A: 
while uncircumcised. "And he received tile therefore 'if was accounted lo him for rip 
sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteous- teo~isness."~ 
ness of the faith which he had while sfill uricir LiNom r n \\!as not written for his sake alc: 
cumcised, that lie might be the father of all that i t  was imputed to him, i'%ut also for us. 
those who believe, though tile), are uncircum- shall be imputed to us who believe in Hi 
cised, that righttwusness might be imputed to who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dez - 
them also, "and the fatlier of circumcision to - ~ ~ _  .t . .  - 
those who not only nre of the c~rcumcisioil, .x:s;, -- 

4 1  aOr Abraham our iforeliarher according ta t i *  .- ... 
but wlio also walk in the steps of tire iaith fiesn has io,,nd, 4:3 aGeneiis 15:6 apsai. 

~ - c  1eC::: - .  
which our iather Abraham ?lad while still u n  32:1, 2 4:17 a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  17:s 4.8 a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  75  : 
circumcised. 4:22 a G ~ n e i i  156 ~. 3 E A T H  . I  
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:J blozs.  
can't save anyone because no one can keep God's laws perfectly. Instead, r:cordicp 

salvation is by faith. Abraham lived before Moses, and so he could not obey the laws of .f Adarr. . . 
Moses. Yet when God promised Abraham a son. Abraham believed God. That belief "was ~. 

: m e .  ' ? - ~  
accounted to him for righteousness." We cannot earn our salvation; we accept God's 31 i f  b!- 
promise fully convinced that He will keep it. Topic: God's Promises ?uch m3: 
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who did not spare His own Son, but delivered of the law, the service of God, and the prom- says to 518?j 
Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him ises; sof whom are the fathers and from ever I tvll.' 5% 
also freely give us all things? "Who shall whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, sion on r;:~ 
bring a charge against God's elect? 11 is God who is over all, the eternally blessed God. '$0 then 2 
who justifies. 34Wl~o is he who condemns? It Amen. who runs. 5 
is Christ who died, and furthermore is also ris- the Scrip-? 
en, who is even at the I S R A E L ' S  REJECTION very purp--s 
right hand of God, who A N D  GOD'S PURPOSE show MJ- 
also makes intercession For I am persuaded that neither "ut it is not that the be declae: 
lor us. 35Who shall sep- death nor iife. nor angels nor word of God has taken has m e r q  : 

wills He 13 
of Christ! Shall tribula- present nor things to come, nor "You m-2 
tion, or distress, or per- height nor depth. nor any other Israel, 'nor are they all still find 4 3  

secution, or famine, or created thing, shall be able to children because they L o B ~ t  i n d a  
nakedness, or peril, or separate us from the love of God are the seed of Abra- against Gf.3 
sword? "As it is written: which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. ham; but, "In Isaac who fo ra t i  

R O M A N S  8:38, 39 your seed shall be this?" '10;. 
"For Your sake we tailed."" BThat is, those the clay, 27 

are killed all day who are the child re!^ of sel for ho:! 
"whn; 

the flesh, these are not the children of God; 
We are accounted as  sheep for the but the children of the promise are counted as and to m~:.. 

slaughter."" the seed. For  this is the word of promise: "At much lor% 

this time I will come and Sarah shall have a pared for ! 
"Yet in all these thin s we are more than make h c m  

c ~ h r a u g -  ?And not only h i ,  but when Rebecca also vessels oi 2 

am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor had conceived by one man, even by our father forehand f3 

nor principalities nor powers. nor ~ s a a c  "(for the childrer! not yet being born, not of the .i 
Ihings Present nor having done any good or evil, that the "As He 

"1 bvc 2 

was said to her, "The older shall serve the 
yo~rnger."~ I3As i t  is ~ t t e n .  "Jacob I have And Zi 

ISRAEL'S REJECTION OF CHRIST loved, but Esau I have hated."' b e l ~  
0 I tell the truth in Christ. I am not lying, my 26 l r ~ n d  ir 
/ conscience also bearing me witness in the ISRAEL'S R E J E C T ~ O N  A N D  jVSTICE 

Holy Spirit, 2that I have great sorrow and con- 14What shall we say then? Is ,,nrigh. 'You ;l 
tinual grief in my heart. 'For I could wish that teousness ~ ~ d ?  certainly not! H, The:? I 
I myself were accursed from Christ for my Ib;?: 
brethren, my countrymena according to the 8:36 apsa,m 44:22 9:3 aOr re,atives 
flesh, 'who are Israelites, to whom pertain the g:, a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  21 :12 9:9 a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~  18:10,14 l7lsaiak 3 

adoption, the gloq~, the covenants, the giving 9 1 2  aGenesis 25:23 9:13 aMalachi 1.2. 3 
"Thou3 

153 
The r3 
For F? 

Christ for salvation, however, nothing can separate them from the love of God. Becr -i 

Death cannot separate. for we will be in God's presence. And nothing in life is U.?3 

powerful enough to take God away. Nothing in the realm of the unseen, nothing in time, and 
nothing in all of the vast universe can separate believers from God's love. When we feel 2"nd 2: 

alone or far from God, we must remember His promise that He is with us always, even to 
the end of the world (Matt. 2820). Topic: God's Promises ''UnleS5 
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GREETING j I 
truth which accords wi th godliness, hope 

Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of eternal l ife which God, who  cannot lie, 
of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of promised before time began, %but has in due 

ii 
God's elect and the acknowledgment of the time manifested His urord through preaching, 

1 
Promises Kept  ( I : 2 )  The power of any promise depends on the character of 

, the person who is making the promise. God promised eternal life "before time 
I ,  began." Those who accept Jesus Christ as Savior will obtain the fulfillment of that 

: is filled promise. We can be certain that the promise will be fulfilled, because it is not in 
5 are not God's character t o  lie. Because w e  can trust in the character of God, we can also trust in His 

promise of eternal life in heaven with Him. Such a promise should motivate us t o  live for 

.- a brief Him each day. Topic: God's Promises 
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TITUS-CHOOSING GODLY MEN 
(TITIIS 1:6) 

Titus served as the apostle Paul's ambassador t o  Crete. They spent time on the 
island spreading the gospel, and Paul left his young disciple behind t o  strengthen 
the local churches. The letter Paul sent Titus served as a iob descri~tion for a 

crucial ask. Paul knew that the success of Titus's efforts would depend on his ability t o  
identify a few good and godly men. 

Paul and Titus were fishers of men. They preached a gospel that functioned like a huge 
net. Peo~ le  of all different backerounds. ex~eriences. and levels of maturitv were drawn t o  
Christ. That diverse gathering 07 people had t o  be sorted out and organized. Character 
qualities had to be identified. Leadership qualities had t o  be utilized. Titus had the difficult 
task of spotting those who were on their way t o  maturity in Christ. He had t o  further equip 
and encourage them to  serve others as leaden in the church. 

On  Crete. Paul told Titus to start with the men. He gave Titus a list of traits t o  look for 
in a man who would make a good elder among believers. The qualities Paul listed still 
measure a man's leadership potential. In fact, those qualities (Titus i:5-9) include most of 
the male issues facing men today. Titus was on the lookout for men who were: 

2- Blameless-who didn't leave problems unsettled in their lives. 
2- Faithful t o  one wife. 
* Raising healthy children. 
r Living out a humble relationship with God. 
*Not self-willed, quick-tempered, violent, or greedy. 
*Practicing hospitality and loving good things. 
*Thinking clearly and pursuing justice, holiness, and self-control. 
% Effectively modeling and teaching the Chriztian faith. 

The church oflesus Christ still longs for people who will live out their faith with such 
character. When such leaders are in place, the gospel spreads its net in even wider circles, 
and more and more people come to  Christ. Titus was looking for leaders who had what it 
takes t o  care for souls. 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about men's issues on pages 1600, 160 1. See also the key 
passage note at Titus 2:2 on page 161 5.  I 
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with them and be their God. "nd God will to a great and high mountain, and showed me 
wipe away every tear from their eyes; there the great city, the holyU Jerusalem,  descend^ 
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor c r y  ing out of heaven from God. "having the glory 
ing. There shall be no niore pain, ior the fo r  of Cod. Her light was like a most precious 
mer things have passed away." stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. 

'Then He who sat on the throne said, "Be- "Also she had a great and high wall with 
hold, I make all things new." And He said to twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, 
mesa "Write, for these words are true and and names written on them, which are the 
faithful." names of the twelve tribes of the children of 

"And He said to me, ''It is done!l I am the Israel: "three gates on [lie east, three gates on 
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the the north, three gates on the south, and three 
End. I will give of the iountain of the water of gates on the west. 
life freely to him who thirsts. :He who over- "Now the wall of the ciry had twelve foun- 
comes shall inherit all things," and I will be dations, and on them were the namesa of the 
his God and he shall be My son. '%ut the cow- twelve apostles 01 the Lamb. lSAnd he who 
ardly, unbelieving,' abominable, murderers, talked with me liad a gold reed to measure the 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all city, its gates, and its wall. '"he city is laid 
liars shall have their part in the lake which out as a square; its length is as great as its 
burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 

~p 

second death." 
21:5 aNU-Text and M-Text om? to me. 
21:6 "M-Text omits It is done 21:7 aM-Texi 

THE NEW JERUSALEM reads overcomes, I shallgrve him these things 
"Then one of the seven angels who liad the 21:8 =M-Text adds and sinners 21:9 =NU-Text 

seven bowls filled witll rile seven last plagues and M-Text omit to me. b ~ - ~ e x t  reads I willshaw 
you the woman, the Lamb's bride, 21:lO aNU-Text came to lnea and me, saying, and M-Text omit the and read the holy 

"Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb's ,erusa~em. ?,:la ~ N U - T ~ ~ ~  and  xi read 
wife."" l0And lie carried me away in the Spirit twelve names. 

decay will be created over again at the end of history. All pain, sorrow, and death 
will pass away (2 1 :4). Once again, wetything will be perfect, straight from the 
hand of God. God promises that He will "make all things new." Brol<en lives will 

be healed. Tears will cease. Souls will be renewed. Believers will be given heavenly bodies for 
living with God in paradise forever This recreated and renewed world is God's spectacular 
gift to those who have trusted in Him. We must stand strong for God; His promises will 
surely come to pass. Topic: God's Promises 

True Home (21:lO-27) Most people know the wonderful feeling of having a 
place where they are wanted and cared for, a place that they can call their own. 
John described the heavenly home that is waiting for Jesus' followers. In the new 
Jerusalem, the streets are made of gold and the foundations adorned with jewels. 

And most importantly, God lives there. His glory gives light to the city. Although we may 
have a home we enjoy on this earth, one day we will reach our ultimate destination--our 
true home in heaven with God forever. We must be sure we are ready 
Topic: Eternal Life 
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